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Abstract o

n 21
Since 1920's, “Ruang ann len” or “modern auuR 2
fiction” became popular amongst Thai middle class e,

above other forms of popular fictions, such as
Chinese romance and Thai popular folktales (Ruang
Chak Chak Wong Wong). This change of taste took
place simultaneously with the change of mentality
of emerging Thai urban middle class of modern age.
I propose that the form of "Ruang ann len" complies
with the logic of capitalism that constantly demands
“novelty,” in both spheres of production and
consumption. Additionally, the concept of “utility”
that goes hand in hand with capitalism also induces
achange of attitude towards “Ruang ann len”. Under
such utilitarian criteria, good “Ruang ann len” is the
ones that should provide some moral lessons or good
models of behaviour for their readers, hence, it could
be said that writers of that decade presented their
numerous thoughts relating to modernity, as well as
criticism towards traditional and modern society
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altogether-by means of literary space and medium.
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